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What Child Is This? 
A Children’s Christmas Service 

for All Ages 
Note to Director: See Leader Notes for additional helps for staging and preparing children for 

this service. 

The Processional Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful LSB 379:1–3 

The Invocation 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

Responsive Reading 

Leader: What Child is this? A babe is born.  

People: An infant in a stall forlorn.  

Leader: Who can this Son of promise be? 

People: We marvel at the mystery.  

 

Hymn: Angels We Have Heard on High LSB 368 

The Christmas Meditation 

The pastor may offer a brief meditation or use the Children’s Message for this service. 

Offering 
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The Message Presented by the Children 

Speaker 1: In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 

named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O 

favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to 

discern what sort of greeting this might be.  

Speaker 2: And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call His 

name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord 

God will give to Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” Luke 1:26–33 

Hymn: My Soul Rejoices LSB 933 

 

(Children in grades K–1 assemble during the hymn.) 

 

Children Grades K–1:   Oh, who is this, the promised Child? (Raise hands as if 

questioning.)  A baby boy for Mary mild. (Rock arms, as if holding a baby.)  This 

Son would be a special king, (Circle head with hands, fingers up, as a 

crown.)  So shout and let your praises ring! (Wave hands in celebration.) 

 

Hymn: What Child Is This LSB 370:1 

Congregation: 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

    On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

    While shepherds watch are keeping? 

 

Children: 

This, this is Christ the king, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

    Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

(Children return to their places while a large crown sign is set up for display.) 

 

Speaker 3: And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
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shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear 

not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto 

you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a 

sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  

 

Speaker 4: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 

and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is 

pleased!” When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 

has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 

baby lying in a manger.” Luke 2:8–15 

Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem LSB 361:1–2 

 

(Children in grades 2–3 assemble during the hymn.) 

 

Children Grades 2–3:  

 Oh, who is this? The Lord of all,  Now sleeping in a cattle stall.  The Lamb of God rests 

here tonight,   Where shepherds come and view this sight. 

 Why did He come to earth to dwell?  A gift of love, great news to tell:  He came to give 

His very life   To free us from our sinful strife. 

Hymn: What Child Is This LSB 370:2 

(Children return to their places while a large cross sign is set up for display.) 

 

Speaker 5: Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 

behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we saw His star when it rose and have come to worship Him.” 

Matthew 2:1–2 

 

Speaker 6: And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came 

to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly 

with great joy. And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary His mother, and they 

fell down and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold 

and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 

departed to their own country by another way. Matthew 2:9–12 

Hymn: Angels from the Realms of Glory LSB 367:1–3 

 (Children in grades 4–5 assemble during the hymn stanza. The following may be presented in 

parts or together as a group.) 
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Children Grades 4–5:  

 Oh, who is this? The king of love;  A gift of God from heav’n above.   His Majesty came 

down to earth:  A holy Child, a lowly birth. 

 Now Jesus reigns above, below,   Within our hearts, where’er we go.   All nations bow 

and come adore;   Our Savior rules forevermore!  

Hymn: What Child Is This LSB 370:3 

(A large heart sign is set up for display. All students gather together to sing. If presenting a live 

nativity enactment, those appointed to be Mary, Joseph, etc., take their places in the foreground. 

As students are moving, a musical ensemble could play, or an accompanist can quietly play 

music. Once all are in place, all children join in singing “Away in a Manger.” The congregation 

responds in speaking their faith with the Apostles’ Creed. If all students dress up, some can be 

angels, some can be shepherds, and some can be Wise Men—even if they are not a part of the 

“official” nativity enactment.) 

Hymn: Away in a Manger LSB 364 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Congregation: 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended 

into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Responsive Reading 

(If children are mostly young, they may want to sit in their places.) 

Leader: What Child is this? A babe is born.  

People: An infant in a stall forlorn.  

Leader: Who can this Son of promise be? 

People: We marvel at the mystery.  

Leader: What Child is this? He came as King. (Someone can lift up or point to the crown sign.) 



What Child Is This Christmas Service Sample  

People: The nations shout; His praises ring. 

Leader: What Child is this? He came to die. (Someone can lift up or point to the cross sign.) 

People: Forgiven, we can live on high.  

Leader: What Child is this? He came in love. (Someone can lift up or point to the heart sign.) 

People: One day, He’ll bring us home above.  

Leader: What Child is this? Oh, go and tell.  

People: Christ Jesus is Immanuel! 

Prayer (other prayers and intercessions may be added) 

Pastor: We pray: 

All: Father in heaven, You sent Your Son—a special Child. As our King, may He rule in 

our hearts. As our Redeemer, may the Word made flesh ever guide us. As our loving 

Savior, may He bring us to You on the Last Day. What Child is this? He is Your Son. 

In His name we pray. Amen. 

Benediction 

Pastor: The Child of Mary is the Child of God. In His salvation, you are all children of God. May 

the peace of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be with you today and every day. 

Amen.  

Recessional Hymn: Joy to the World LSB 387 


